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President's Message - by Reid Myers
Facing Change
It'shuman nature to shy away from change. Even in our daily lives we look
for consistency. Most of us tend to sit at the same spot at the table, visit the
same restaurants, and park in the same parking spots. We are creatures of
habit!
Inour districts we are comfortable when things are running smoothly, but
when there is a threat of upheaval it makes us nervous. Working in
education is not for the faint of heart- our schools are filled with change!
From the classroom to the board room we are faced with new data,new
laws, and changes in personnel which force us to constantly reevaluate the
status quo. Some are able to embrace the changes and moveforward while
others feel stymied and find it difficult to see a silverlining in the midst of
what feels like chaos.
How can more of us feel comfortable with the inevitability of change?
Facingchange alone can be daunting, but collaborating helps us carve a path
that can enable even the toughest critic to view the possibilities. It is critical
to work together within our districts and alongside our communities to ease
transitions and address the way individuals process change. Taking time to
talk to stakeholders, reflect on what we do well,understand areas of
improvement, and look at successes in other districts can help us embrace
the future even when it feels unsure.
Asmuch as change is difficult - it's what makes us grow and makes us
better. Change can open up doors we may not have known existed and
positively impact our personal mindset and the success of our schools.

Hoffmann Dinner Recap
Thanks to the 130 attendees for the recent Hoffmann Dinner, celebrating outstanding programs in school
districts across our county.
This year, the Kristi Porter winner was San Miguel Elementary School in the Sunnyvale Elementary School
District.
The other winners were the Advanced Authentic Research Program at Henry M. Gunn and Palo Alto High
Schools in the Palo Alto Unified School District, Atlas and AVID Academies at William Sheppard Middle
School in the Alum Rock Union School District, and the Biomedical Science Academy at Gilroy High School

in the Gilroy Unified School District. Congratulations to all of this year's winners!

Passing the Gavel
Welcome to our incoming President Jodi Muirhead, Vice President Ellen Wheeler, and Treasurer Anjali
Kausar for the 2017-18 academic year!
A big thank you to outgoing President Reid Myers, Vice President Jodi Muirhead, and Treasurer Danielle
Cohen who served as officers for 2016-17. A special thanks to Danielle Cohen, who has been our SCCSBA
Treasurer for four years!
We celebrated the Passing the Gavel on May 17 at our Officers' Reorganization Dinner. Thanks to Trustee
Cynthia Chang for organizing this yearly event.

SCCSBA Networking Lunch - Friday, June 9
Join SCCSBA Trustees for our monthly networking lunch. It's a great opportunity to develop relationships
with school board members across the county and to share ideas. Our next Networking Lunch will be held at
Country Gourmet in Sunnyvale on Friday, June 9. Everyone is invited to attend! This will be our last
SCCSBA lunch until school resumes in the Fall.

CSBA New Grassroots Initiative - Please Fill Out Survey
InJanuary 2016, CSBA’s Board of Directors established a set of prioritiesto guide the transformation of CSBA
into an association that sets the standard foreducation and improves outcomes for California’s 6.2 million

public school students. The Board determined that CSBA should:
Drive the education policy agenda to ensure high-quality education for every student by addressing
adequacy and opportunity gaps
Support local governing boards of education by increasing participation in CSBA board training
programs; and
Establish a robust grassroots system that can mobilize our members and maximize our political
capital
Toachieve these goals, CSBA has developed three distinct, but complementary strategic initiatives, a
Grassroots Initiative, a Board Development and TrainingInitiative and an Adequacy and Opportunity Initiative.
CSBA’s Grassroots Initiative is focused onestablishing a grassroots network to support and train school
district and county board members in advocacy, building support for and participation in the CSBA Issues
PAC, strengthening CSBA outreach to local constituencies, and increasing organizationalimpact on statewide
education policy.
Please complete the sort survey at the link below to provide feedback on CSBA and input on how it can
advance this work.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SVGZ3DW

Santa Clara County Office of Education Spotlight
Board of Education signs AB 312 resolution
The Santa Clara County Board of Education adopted a resolution endorsing Assembly Bill 312(AB 312). This
bill, supported by County Superintendent of Schools Jon R. Gundry, requires special education funding rates
be equalized to generate approximately $653 per student average daily attendance, the current amount is
$528.
"By signing this resolution, both the Santa Clara County Office of Education (SCCOE) and the County Board
of Education support equal statewide access to quality preschool programs and access to diagnostic and
intervention services. In many communities,these services are scarce," said Gundry. "California's public
schools need to support all students, including students in our special education programs. AB 312 will
address existing inequity in funding these programs by creating a state funding source for special education
preschool services."
In March 2015, the Statewide Special Education Task Force made a recommendation for California to
establish anew state preschool funding model calculated on a per-pupil rate, and based on a set amount of
state funding. Assemblymember Patrick O'Donnell(D-70) introduced AB 312 in February of 2017. This bill
will help establish the new funding model and is designed to produce significant educational and social
benefits as well as cut costs over the long-term.

District Highlights
Franklin-McKinley School District
Despierta Áreade la Bahía: Developing Healthy Self-Esteem
Franklin-McKinleyrecently participated in the Despierta Área de la Bahía morning show to talk about
theimportance of fostering healthy esteem in our children. We shared our caringapproach to supporting our
students and families, and the resources we offer.Franklin-McKinley parent Sami Arguello, Superintendent
Juan Cruz, and SocialWorker Brenda Salcedo served on the panel for this important discussion. Click here to
view the panel discussion.

East Side Union High School District
Independence High School "Water Walk" to Raise Awareness of Access to Fresh Water
Aftera 12-day service learning trip to deliver clean, renewable energy to communities in Kenya, Independence
High School students created the "Water Walk" to raise funds and awareness of local and global water issues.
"WaterWalk" student participants completed a 1 mile course from a creek to a local garden in solidarity with
millions around the world who walk mileseach day for water. As part of this effort, students learned facts about
water and water usage in California and around the world.

Evergreen School District
Evergreen was the proud recipient of the First 5 “High 5 Partner Appreciation Award”, in honor of the work
done to complete and open the new First 5 family center located at K. Smith Elementary. The award is given
for outstanding contributions by a FIRST 5 Santa Clara County partner. Recipients
are acknowledged forperforming "above and beyond contractual obligations, active promotion and
implementation of FIRST 5’s monthly thematic campaigns, and effective leveraging of FIRST 5 time, talent
&/or funding."

Fremont Union High School District
Congrats to Lynbrook High School teacher David Giandomenico, honored asthe Silicon Valley Education
Foundation (SVEF) and KBAY Teacher of the Month!
David received a Wells Fargo Teacher Innovation Classroom Grant from SVEF toprovide funds for his high
school robotics team to travel to Utah regionalrobotics competition. “Our robotics program drives students to
work together asthey must pool their talents in several disciplines to succeed. To build ourrobot requires
expertise in mechanical design, software control systems,machining, as well as graphic arts and technical
writing,” said David. “Thisyear’s robot needed to pick up large disks, shoot balls into a high goal, andfinally
climb a free hanging rope. The students learned the mechanics tosolve this very physical problem and
developed the control systems to movethese heavy machines with speed and precision. In addition, they
learnedhow to present their work as a team. I know that in going beyond their‘book knowledge’ they have
gained insight and motivation that will drive theirfuture studies.”

Read David’s full profile at http://www.945bayfm.com/teacher-month-may/.

Milpitas Unified School District
Board approves names for school facilities including newelementary school
Milpitas UnifiedSchool District's Board of Education approved naming the new elementaryschool at
McCandless after Mabel Mattos, the land on which the MilpitasCommunity College Extension is built after
former Mayor Ben Gross, and theFamily Resource Center at Randall Elementary School after
JosephineGuerrero following a public hearing during its meeting on Tuesday, May9.
The name recommendations came from the work of the Milpitas Advisory Committee,which consisted of 11
members of the Milpitas community. In addition tothe committee, staff consulted with Milpitas librarian Steve
Fitzgerald, whosuggested names, as well as Renee Lorentzen, the Milpitas City Parks andRecreation
Director.
Superintendent Cheryl Jordan explainedthe committee was careful to consider people who represented a
range ofethnicities and in particular, looked for female leaders of the past as PearlZanker is the only school
property named for a female leader of Milpitas. Asrequested by the Board, the committee only considered
those historical figureswho have made significant contributions to Milpitas.
Longtime resident Harriett McGuire,Margaret Rodrigues, and Mabel’s son James Mattos spoke in support of
naming thenew facilities after these residents and the significance of their lifelongcontributions to the City of
Milpitas. James Mattos brought apicture of his mom from 1966 (second from left), when she was presidentof
the PTA, and gave Board Members a history of Mabel, born in Madera,California. Read more >

Gilroy Unified SchoolDistrict
The California Department ofEducation has honored Ascencion Solorsano Middle School as a Gold Ribbon
Schooland Title I Academic Achieving School for 2017. The middle school wasrecognized for creatingand
maintaining a safe, accepting learning environment for all students throughthe model program of
RestorativeJustice (RJ) practices. Principal MariaWalker shares her insights about the successful program,
"It'srelationships, not programs that change children. Young people thrive whenadults care about them on a
one-to-one level, and when they have a sense ofbelonging to a caring community." The 2017 Title I Achieving
Schoolwas received for demonstrating success in significantly closing the achievementgap between high and
low-performing students.
Christopher High School, GilroyHigh School, Dr. TJ Owens Early College Academy and Rod Kelley
ElementarySchool are proud to have been honored as 2016 Honor Roll schools for demonstratingconsistent
high levels of student academic achievement, improving achievementover time, and reducing achievement
gaps.

Sunnyvale School District
Sunnyvale welcomes new board of education member
The Sunnyvale School District Board of Education appointed its newest member, Michelle Maginot, May 11.
Michelle Maginot is a Sunnyvale native and a proud product of the Sunnyvale School District. She has three
children who attend or will be attending Ellis next year. She has been an active member of the school’s PTO
board for the last two years and started an annual welcome back picnic at the school two years ago.
In 2010, she organized and continues to run a weekly music class for toddlers and parents free to the
community. The following year she organized and continues to run a monthly mothers’ career development
and support group. She has been active in her children’s sports leagues and is an active member of her
church community. While she was in college, she did an internship for the U.S. Department of Education.
A vacancy on the Board was created by the resignation of Board Member Jeff Clarke, which became effective
April 1, 2017.
Michelle will be sworn in at the next regular board meeting on May 18. The appointment will run until
December 2018.

CampbellUnion School District
Campbell Middle School students win at regional Math-Engineering-Science competition
Whatdo middle school students know about physics, engineering, thrust, forces andpotential energy?
Thirteen Campbell Middle School students know quite a lot andproved it when they won awards at the annual
Math, Engineering, Science,Achievement (MESA) competition at San Jose State University Saturday, April
29,2017.Theyouths were among more than 600 California students representing MESAcenters from Chico
State, UC San Francisco, CSU East Bay, UC Davis, SacramentoState and University of the Pacific, and San
Jose State.
The event includesseveral project-based challenges, each requiring students to apply mathematics,
engineering, andscience skills, such as creating model bridges, prosthetic arms, model cars,and model glider
planes.“MESAhelps students develop academic skills and leadership skills,” said the team’sother teacheradvisor Pedro Garcia. “They really get into the projects andproblem-solving together.” More details
atcampbellusd.org/news/mesa2017winners.

Campbell Union School District Superintendent AnnouncesRetirement
Dr. Eric Andrew has led the PreK-8 district since 2010

“After months of contemplation and deliberation with family andclose friends, I have decided to retire, effective
June 30, 2017,” saidCampbell Union School District Superintendent Eric Andrew during the May
4thGoverning Board meeting. As Chief Executive of the preschool-through-eighth-gradepublic school district,
Dr. Andrew, 62, has led all aspects of the district’sinstructional and operational programs. Since coming to the
district inFebruary 2010, the district has earned several local and regional awards forits programs fostering
educational equity, English Language Development, parenteducation, and Positive Behavior Interventions &
Supports (PBIS).
“Eric has an unwavering commitment to preparing students forsuccess in school and in life,” said Board
President Tom Gemetti. “He has builtextensive community and business partnerships to support quality
studenteducation and has been an influential advocate for students and familieslocally and
regionally.”Gemetti said the Board is determining next steps for fillingthe vacancy created by Andrew’s
retirement at a special meeting on May 15th.

MetroEd
SVCTE STUDENTS WIN AT DISNEY TEEN ANIMATION FESTIVAL INTERNATIONAL
Three high school students win medals and were among 37 globally featured artists
Six high school students from Silicon Valley Career Technical Education were recognized as the world’s best
teen animators and their submissions were screened at the Disney Teen Animation Festival International on
April 29-30, 2017. SVCTE Animation student Jazmin Gonzalez of Gunderson High School won a gold
medal. Two additional students won silver medals, including Mana Inoue of Los Gatos High School and
Sheryl See of Piedmont Hills High School.
Mana Inoue said, “having the time to animate and the software to do it” were two major factors that contributed
to her silver medal win. She will attend West Valley College in the fall to pursue a major in animation. The
SVCTE Animation class is hands-on, project-based learning that meets five days a week for two or three hour
sessions. Students build the basic foundation skills necessary for employment in the animation industry.
Michael Rich, a student from Oak Grove High School and a festival participant, added, “this class gave me
the time and motivation. A different class at my home school wouldn’t give me a three-hour class.” In the fall,
Michael will attend UC Santa Barbara to major in Economics, with a plan to transfer to UCLA or USC to
major in animation.
The event was held at the San Francisco Walt Disney Family Museum and included screenings of festival
selections, portfolio reviews, panel discussions, and a keynote address from artist Robb Denovan, animator
on Brave, Monsters University, and Inside Out. Students met with professionals from Disney, Pixar,
DreamWorks, and Nickelodeon for portfolio reviews and career advice.
For SVCTE Animation teacher Eric Whitman, this is the second year in a row that his students won medals
at the international festival. This year’s participating students included: • Jazmin Gonzalez, Gunderson High
School (Gold in the Special Effects Reel category) • Mana Inoue, Los Gatos High School (Silver in the Short
Animated Film 2D Digital category) • Catherine Monroy, Branham High School • Michael Rich, Oak Grove
High School • Sheryl See, Piedmont Hills High School (Silver in the Individual Reel category) • Teague
Shattuck, Lincoln High School
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