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President's Message - by Jodi Muirhead
We are a few weeks into school and I hope things have settled into a routine
in school classrooms in your district. I visited a number of back-to-school
nights because I find it such a great way to get a better idea of what our
students are experiencing. Understanding the classroom is an important
part of being the best advocate for students.
I am very excited to welcome back our County Superintendent, Jon
Gundry, to our first meeting on September 27. He will be talking about hot
topics in the County education scene and we will be sure to leave time for
him to answer any questions you may have.
I am also pleased to welcome Ryan Smith as the keynote speaker at our
Fall dinner on October 25. He will be giving an engaging talk on the impact
of early learning on the achievement gap as students get older. There is
more info and his bio later in the newsletter. This dinner is a great time to
share stories, successes and areas of growth with fellow board members.
We had a great turnout at our first Friday networking lunch and I hope you
will continue to join us each month at different locations around the
county. This is another chance to meet and talk with board members from
around the county. Save the date, our next lunch will be Oct. 13th!

Welcome to our New Superintendents
Dr. Craig Baker, Cupertino Union School District
Dr. Craig Baker, the new Superintendent for Cupertino Union School District, had been the Superintendent of
the San Carlos School District for the past eight years. He was voted 2016 Superintendent of the Year by the
Association of California School Administrators (ACSA) for Region 5. Dr. Baker has 22 years of experience in
public education as a teacher, principal, and assistant superintendent in both the Pajaro Valley Unified and
Redwood City School Districts. Other career highlights include being the Executive Director of the Robert N.
Noyce Center for Learning at The Tech Museum of Innovation and two years on the School Board for the
Redwood City Elementary School District. He received his Bachelor and Master of Science degrees from the
University of California Santa Cruz and his doctorate in education from the University of San Francisco.

Dr. Roxane Fuentes, Berryessa Union School District
The Berryessa Union School District Board of Trustees appointed Dr. Roxane Fuentes as the district’s new
superintendent, effective August 31, 2017, with a unanimous vote at its Board meeting on August 22, 2017.
Dr. Fuentes succeeds Mr. Will H. Ector, Jr. who will retire on August 30, 2017 after six years of exemplary
service as the district’s superintendent. Her appointment was the result of a nationwide search conducted by
Educational Leadership Services.
Dr. Fuentes has 21 years of service in public education. She has served as an elementary teacher, instructional
coach, and school principal. For the past five years as Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services; Dr.
Fuentes was involved in the development of K-12 instructional programs focused on curriculum development,
student learning and achievement, leadership development and technology integration.
Dr. Fuentes has a strong background in the creation and implementation of comprehensive professional
development and leadership programs for her district staff and parents. She has established multiple college and
university partnerships to support a variety of educational programs and student mentorship. Her leadership has
been recognized at the local, regional, state and national levels. She was the 2015 Los Angeles County
Curriculum and Instruction Administrator of the Year by the Association of California School Administrators
Region 18.

Shameram Karim, Lakeside Joint School District
Prior to arriving to Lakeside, Shameram Karim served as a Principal of a K-5 school of over 550 students,
Assistant Principal of a K-8 of 950 students, and a general education and a special education teacher in K-5
settings. She has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Social Science, Master of Arts degree in Education and Special
Education, and she is currently working to obtain her Ed.D in Transformational Leadership.

Dr. Shelly Viramontez, Campbell Union School District
Dr. Shelly Viramontez has an exceptionally long history with the district, including being an alumnus of Cherry
Lane Elementary School (which later became Campbell Middle School). She began her teaching career in 1996
as a Special Day Class teacher at Rolling Hills Middle School, then came up through the ranks as a teacher
support provider, assistant principal, principal, Director of Special Education and Student Services, and was the
Associate Superintendent of Human Resources. As Chief Executive Officer, she will oversee all aspects of
Campbell Union School District’s instructional and operational programs.
In addition, she teaches part time as an adjunct professor at the University of San Francisco, and serves on the
Board of several professional organizations, including: the Region 8 Executive Board of the Association of

California School Administrators (ACSA), the Resource Area For Teachers (RAFT) Board, San Jose State
University’s Master’s Advisory Board, and Santa Clara County School Linked Services Board.
As an administrator and instructional leader, Viramontez has earned several distinctions, including three
awards from the Association of California School Administrators (ACSA) Region 8—Negotiator of the Year;
Administrator of the Year, Professor of Education; Administrator of the Year, Personnel—and the Educator
Community Hero award from the County of Santa Clara Behavioral Health Board.

SCCSBA Fall Dinner- October 25: Register Now
Exciting news about our Fall Dinner - our featured guest speaker will be
Ryan J. Smith, the Executive Director of The Education Trust-West!
Registration for the Fall Dinner is now open: 2017FallDinner.eventbrite.com
Location: Graham Middle School, 1175 Castro Street, Mountain View.
Time: 6:00-6:45 p.m. (Networking), 6:45-9:00 p.m. (Dinner and Guest Speaker))
Cost: $40 per person
A big thank-you to our Fall Dinner sponsor, HMC Architects!
Here's a little more info about Ryan J. Smith:
He is currently the Executive Director of The Education Trust–West, a research, policy, and advocacy
organization focused on educational justice and the high academic achievement of all California students,
particularly those of color and living in poverty. Under Ryan’s leadership, the organization continues to expand
its work with a specific focus on producing actionable, accessible research and advocacy tools – most notably
publishing Black Minds Matter: Supporting the Educational Success of Black Children in California and Hear
My Voice: Strengthening the College Pipeline for California’s Young Men of Color. He’s also responsible for
the launch of a Southern California Community Data and Research Hub in the Inland Empire.

Save the Dates for SCCSBA Meetings and Events for 2017-18
Wednesday, September 27, 2017 - SCCSBA Meeting - Guest Speaker: County Superintendent Jon Gundry
Oak Grove Room, SCCOE, 7:30-9 p.m.
Wednesday, October 25, 2017 - SCCSBA Fall Dinner, Graham Middle School, 1175 Castro Street, Mountain
View, 6-9 p.m.
Thursday, November 8 & 9, 2017 - Public Choice Schools Symposium
SCCOE

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 - SCCSBA Meeting - Topic: Superintendent Review and Evaluation with
Guest Speaker Greg Dannis from DWK
Cupertino Room, SCCOE, 7:30-9 p.m.
Thursday - Saturday, November 30- December 2, 2017 - CSBA Annual Conference
San Diego Convention Center (SCCSBA Reception on November 30 from 5:30-7 p.m.)
Wednesday, January 24, 2018 - SCCSBA Meeting - Delegate Assembly Candidate Presentations, Nominating
Committee Formation, Discussion Topic: Brown Act 2.0 - Stepping to the Next Level with Guest Speaker
Harold Freiman from Lozano Smith
Oak Grove Room, SCCOE, 7:30-9 p.m.
Saturday, January 27, 2018 - New Board Member Workshop at SCCOE
Tuesday, February 13, 2018 - SCCOE/SCCSBA Symposium - TK-12 Innovations and Collaboration in
STEAM at SCCOE
Wednesday, February 28, 2018 - SCCSBA Meeting - Nomination of Officers, Discussion Topic: Student
Trauma and Interventions
Oak Grove Room, SCCOE, 7:30-9 p.m.
Saturday, March 3, 2018 - SCCSBA Legislative Brunch (Venue TBD), 9 a.m. - Noon
Wednesday, March 28, 2018 - SCCSBA Meeting - Topic: Declining Birthrates & Demographic Trends in Santa
Clara County School Districts with Guest Speaker Tom Williams from Enrollment PC
Oak Grove Room, SCCOE, 7:30-9 p.m.
Wednesday, April 25, 2018 - SCCSBA Hoffmann Awards Dinner (Venue TBD), 6-9 p.m.
Wednesday, May 23 , 2018 - SCCSBA Officers' Reorganization Dinner, Hong Fu Restaurant, 6:30-8 p.m.
Saturday, June 2, 2018 - Candidates' Workshop, 9 a.m.-Noon

Next SCCSBA Networking Lunch - Friday, October 13
Our next Networking Lunch will be held on Friday, October 13 at Panera Bread (5720 Cottle Road) in
South San Jose. It's located right next to the 85 freeway at Cottle Road. We are moving the lunch around to
different parts of the county this year. If you have a great lunch spot in your community, please let Bonnie Mace
know about it (execdirector@sccsba.org).
2017-18 Lunch Calendar
Friday, October 13 - Panera (South San Jose)
Friday, November 3 -Sweet Tomatoes (North San Jose)
Friday, January 12 - El Torito (Milpitas)
Friday, February 2 -Santa Clara (Restaurant TBD)
Friday, March 9 - Country Gourmet (Sunnyvale)
Friday, April 13 - Los Gatos/Saratoga (Restaurant TBD)
Friday, May 11 - Mt. View (Restaurant TBD)
Friday, June 1 - Campbell (Restaurant TBD)

Public Choice Schools Symposium - November 8-9
We are excited to announce a two-day event on "Finding Common Ground Through Sharing Best Practices in
Public Schools", co-hosted by SCCOE and the SCCSBA. This symposium will provide a forum to focus on
exemplary teaching and learning practices in public schools throughout Santa Clara County. Registration will
open next Wednesday with the low Early Registration price of $75 for two full days of breakout sessions and
school visits. See the flyer below for more information.

CSBA Legislative Update
After passing the Assembly with 73 “Aye” votes and zero “No” votes late Monday evening, Senate Bill 751
(Hill & Glazer) is awaiting concurrence in the Senate, a vote which would send the bill to Gov. Jerry Brown’s
desk. SB 751 was amended on Sept. 5 and now represents a legislative agreement on a solution to the reserve
cap. Asm. Patrick O’Donnell (D-Long Beach) is now a coauthor of SB 751, and the California Teachers
Association supports the bill. Read more about SB 751.
The CSBA-sponsored SB 527 (Galgiani, D-Stockton), which would add a statutory cost-of-living adjustment
for home-to-school transportation, also awaits a concurrence vote in the Senate and is on the Senate special
consent calendar. Like SB 751, the bill has yet to receive a single “No” vote in any committee or floor vote thus
far.
The Senate and Assembly both have until Friday, Sept. 15 to pass legislation and send those bills to Gov.
Brown for his signature.
View all 2017-18 bills with CSBA positions.

Santa Clara County Office of Education Spotlight
Every year, the Santa Clara County Office of Education (SCCOE) nominates three teachers, one for every
5,000 teachers working in the region, to represent the county at the State Teacher of the Year competition.These
teachers must have at least eight years of experience in the classroom; provide multiple recommendations from
colleagues, supervisors or parents; and complete an exhaustive reflection and portfolio process to be considered
for this honor.
This year's nominees include:
Allison Pruitt, a K-5 Reading Intervention Specialist at Washington Elementary, San José Unified School
District.
Shanna Urbancic, an English Language Arts and Social Studies teacher for sixth through eighth-grade
students at Moreland Middle School in the Moreland School District.
Marie Mabanag, a technology and literacy coach for seventh and eighth-grade students at Christopher School
in the Oak Grove School District.
All three State Teacher of the Year Nominees will be recognized at the 48th Annual Teacher Recognition
Celebration on September 14, hosted by the SCCOE.
The California Department of Education will make their final selection for State Teacher of the Year in October.
Read more about the nominees here: http://www.s ccoe.org/news /fea tured/Pa ges /SCCOE-s el ects -threeouts ta ndi ng-educa tors -for-s ta te-wi de-competi ti on.a s px

District Highlights
Franklin-McKinley School District
Suicide Prevention Awareness Month in FMSD
Suicidal thoughts can affect anyone regardless of age, gender or background. In September, Franklin-McKinley
School District is helping to promote Suicide Prevention in a variety of ways. Social Workers are going into
classrooms and speaking with students about suicide prevention, we are promoting various tools and resources
via social media, and we were a part of an interview panel with Univision in which we discussed suicide
prevention and key tips for parents. Check out the interviews on the links below.
Clip 1: https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B86_aDTaAuFEa1BfbGtYWkZtNUk
Clip 2: https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B86_aDTaAuFEYmlVdzZxS09QeTQ

Moreland School District
The Moreland School District is incredibly proud of their Teacher of the Year recently selected as one of three
SCCOE nominees for the State Teacher of the Year program.
Shanna Urbancic is a Language Arts/Social Studies teacher to English Learners at Moreland Middle
School. Her vision for education in the Moreland School District is represented in her statement: “One part of
our current climate is an awareness of people from different cultures and countries. We need to focus on
embracing differences rather than rejecting them. We can focus on celebrating differences, bringing more
culturally relevant education into the classroom and teaching tolerance to the current generation in schools.”
Congratulations, Shanna!

East Side Union High School District
East Side Union High School District created the Student Voice Task Force as an opportunity to bring in
students to participate and have a voice in items that will be discussed at board meetings. Each school has two
student representatives participating in the task force. This group meets monthly to brainstorm and develop
board items that will represent what students are most interested in. This larger group will select a few students
to serve as their governmental representatives. The Student Voice Task Force is co-chaired by ESUHSD Board
of Trustees, Pattie Cortese and Van Le.

Campbell Union School District
Campbell Union School District’s Governing Board heard a recommendation from the District’s Superintendent
to close Campbell Middle School (CMS) in 2018 and establish a new PreK-8 th grade school on the campus.
The recommendation includes the following elements:
The current CMS site will not enroll 5th or 6th grade students for the 2017-18 school year.
The students will be relocated to Monroe Middle School (MMS) or Rolling Hills Middle School (RHMS).
Students living north of Campbell Ave. will attend Monroe Middle School while students living south of
Campbell Ave. will attend Rolling Hills. Additional resources will be provisioned at MMS and RHMS to
accommodate the increased student population.
The CMS students in 7th and 8th grades will have a robust program for the 2017-18 school year, the final year
of the current middle school at the CMS campus. Electives, sports teams, and music will be offered to CMS 7th
and 8th graders next school year. The new school will open as a TK-4th grade school beginning the fall of 2018.

Gilroy Unified School District
Capital Improvements Underway
Gilroy Unified School District is excited about the many capital projects we have scheduled for the coming year
and the accomplishments we have made thus far. The Gilroy High School parking lot received a much-needed
overhaul this summer and construction on the new two-story math building at the high school is also well
underway. This new math building will house 20 classrooms and has an anticipated completion date of August
2018. Students and staff are looking forward to the new learning environments. In addition, solar project
construction will soon be complete at both Gilroy and Christopher High Schools allowing the District to be
energy efficient while reducing energy costs.

Milpitas Unified School District
Groundbreaking ceremony held for Mabel Mattos Elementary School
Due to community support resulting in the passing of bond Measure E in June 2012, Milpitas Unified School
District’s long-awaited dream for a new elementary school will soon become a reality. On August 24, MUSD
broke ground on our 10th elementary school, Mabel Mattos.
Thank you to all the civic leaders, MUSD and Milpitas employees, residents, and the Mattos family themselves
for joining us in the celebration. Phase I of the two-story school is on track to open its doors in August 2018.
MUSD will start by serving 238 students with an emphasis on lower grades.
Read an article about the event in the Milpitas Post and view more pictures online. For more information about
the new school, visit the website, view the flier, or watch the Public Service Announcement.

MetroED
Staff Presents the Value of CTE to Governor Brown in Sacramento
On August 23, Deputy Legislative Affairs Secretary Jennifer Johnson hosted a meeting in California
Governor Brown's Office to discuss ROP/CTE operations with the Department of Finance (DOF). Present at
the meeting was Jim Canova (Board President for MetroED and Trustee of SCUSD), Alyssa
Lynch (MetroED Superintendent), Marie dela Cruz (MetroED Chief Business Officer), and Sara
Crowder (SVCTE Lead Administrator), Assemblymember Al Muratsuchi (66th District), Atlas Helaire,
Ed.D.(Superintendent, Southern California ROC), and Thomas Todd from the Department of Finance.
The meeting lasted three hours with questions ranging from determining course offerings to accountability for
CTE in California. Governor Brown joined the group for the last 30 minutes of the meeting. Marie shared
information on our funding model and Sara addressed how we leverage our programs. Alyssa addressed
accountability issues and how the regional approach was designed to maximize dollars for CTE programs.
Board President Jim Canova addressed the ROP structure challenges when funds are not sent directly to
centers. He also stressed the importance of working closely with district superintendents to keep them updated
on the success of the programs at the center. Through the meeting, the MetroED team learned about business
partnerships taking place at SoCal ROC. The Governor understood the value of vocational education and the
greater need for regional centers. The next step is to attend an Education Budget Committee hearing in
Southern California. MetroED was encouraged to participate to allow our voices to be heard on funding CTE in
California.
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